I. Introduction. Necessary and sufficient conditions have been found [5] , [6] , [7] for the local solvability of linear partial differential operators of principal type. We remark here that for operators of principal type, local solvability depends only upon the leading terms. By contrast, for operators not of principal type one must consider lower order terms. Similar considerations arise in determining the hyperbolicity of operators with multiple real roots in their principal parts [1] , [3] , [4] .
With the above remarks in mind, we specify our problem. Let 
